[DATE]

Dear [Insert Education Committee Member Name]:

Career and Technical Education (CTE) in Virginia continues to expand and offer secondary education programs that prepare students for both further education and the competitive workforce.  Because CTE courses evolve with the needs of business and industry, CTE students gain the skill sets and academic concepts required by today’s employers, thus leading to a labor market advantage and stronger economy.

Virginia has taken a leading role in preparing secondary public education students for nationally recognized industry credentialing exams. The number of industry credentials earned by CTE students has risen annually from 5,000 in the first year of testing to over 29,000 in 2009–2010. More than 39,000 students were designated CTE completers (students taking a state-approved two-course sequence in a career field) in 2009–2010. 

[Add Local Data here]

In __[school division]__,  __[# of students] __ earned industry credentials, and _[# or %]_ of students were identified as CTE Completers (students completing a state-approved sequence of two or more CTE courses).

[Add OTHER Local Data]

job market projections for school division or region

total number of students in school division taking CTE courses (duplicated or unduplicated) including middle and high school

STEM academies

CTE Student Organization Success stories

other local data or interest stories

The Virginia Association for Career and Technical Education (VACTE) provided the enclosed information to demonstrate the need for CTE programs statewide. The fact sheet’s “Success in School” pie chart shows that 45% of graduating seniors completed an approved sequence of CTE courses and received an Advanced Studies Diploma. Data on the inside pages of the fact sheet illustrate the potential job market in Virginia and several of the career pathways students may study to prepare for these opportunities.

In meeting employer’s future needs, it is now more important than ever to share the importance of CTE programs. Through your continued support, CTE can continue to be an integral part of public education, not only providing technical skills but also reinforcing academic skills necessary to succeed in a challenging and changing workforce in __[school division]__ and in Virginia. 

CTE—Learning that Works for Virginia.
Best regards,

